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CHAPTER X
GREGORY'S RELATIONS WITH THE CHURCHES OF THE EAST
FOR the sake of clearness, it will be convenient to divide the subject-matter of this chapter into two parts. The first part will give some account of Gregory's struggles and controversies with the Patriarch of Constantinople, the history of which is of no slight importance, inasmuch as it illustrates the increasing jealousy and hostility which was growing up between the first and the second in rank of the Patriarchs, and also as it clearly brings out Gregory's own views respecting the ecclesiastical supremacy of the See of the Chief of the Apostles. The second part will give an outline of Gregory's dealings with the other Churches, ecclesiastical institutions, and personages in the East.
(1) We will begin with the story of Gregory's conflict with Constantinople.
It will be remembered that the bishop of Constantinople at this time was that notable ascetic, John the Faster, whose elevation to the patriarchal dignity was witnessed by Gregory when he was himself residing in the Imperial city as apocri-siarius" of Pope Pelagius. The appointment of John was the beginning of much trouble and annoyance for the Eoman Pontiffs. For, although a man of high personal integrity, and free from the vulgar vice of self-seekiDg ambition, John was heart and soul devoted to his Church, the dignities and privileges of which he was resolved to maintain and increase to the utmost of his ability. Humble and self-effacing in all that concerned him personally, he felt that humility and self-effacement were virtues which ill befitted the bishop of the capital of the Eoman Empire, at any rate in things pertaining
